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“Irwin Stotzky has written a thought-provoking analysis which captures
the challenges that face the Haitian people as they travel down the road
toward a democratic society in which political discussion is encouraged
and political dissent is accepted. He also stresses the importance for Haiti
to be mindful of its violent past while moving Haitian society from a
culture of terror to one of democracy and hope.”

—U.S. Senator Russell D. Feingold

“Irwin StotzKy’s Silencing the Guns in Haiti is an extraordinary performance:
part firsthand reportage by one of President Aristide’s confidants, part
astute political diagnosis, part constitutional analysis. The book is not

only the best analysis of Aristide’s return to power, but it is likely to
remain the most important account, due to Stotzky’s unique
perspective and remarkable literary skills.”

—Stanley N. Katz, president, American Council
of Learned Societies

“No one else is as well situated as Irwin Stotzky to comment on the
prospects for democracy in Haiti, and he does so superbly.”

—John Hart Ely, author of On Constitutional Ground

“This intriguing and powerful book is one of the most intellectually exciting
explorations of the relationship between law, morality, and politics in the
transition to democracy that I have read. Irwin Stotzky demonstrates, in
the context of the Haitian experience, that political action has a much
greater chance of succeeding if it is grounded in rational discourse.

“Silencing the Guns in Haiti is a valuable guide for understanding
the political struggles in other nations such as Argentina, Chile, and
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Hungary. Moreover, StotzKy is a participant-observer in many of the situations he

describes. My own experiences in Argentina remind me of the emotional
and intellectual pressures that Stotzky describes so very well.

“The book invites further development and argument, and will
certainly become the focal point of debate on these issues for years to
come. Silencing the Guns in Haiti is simply required reading for anyone

interested in democratic theory and practice, human rights,
and the transition process.”

—Raiil Alfonsin, former president of Argentina
(1983-1989) and leader of the Radical Party
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